
 
 

Configure System Connection in 
SAP Enterprise Portal 

Applies to: 
 SAP Enterprise portal EP 5.0, 6.0, 7.0 and future releases. For more information, visit the Portal and 
Collaboration homepage.  

Summary 
This article shows how to configure a SYSTEM CONNECTION from an SAP Enterprise Portal to a backend 
server (SAP or third party). For instance, in an Employee Self Service scenario, the portal would require a 
connection to the backend Human Resource Environment or in a Portfolio Management scenario there will 
be needed that a connection is setup to the backend PPM server. 
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Introduction 
When data needs to be accessed from the backend servers, the SAP Basis Administrator /portal admin will 
create a “system alias” so that the portal components can reference these systems. They are a means of 
retrieving the information stored on database servers without having to know the name of the server. Once 
the system connection is setup, the developers can create iViews to connect to these applications and 
retrieve data from their information stores. In the portal, you can store all systems in one folder or place them 
anywhere within the Portal Catalog. Then the alias name can be passed over to the developers and they can 
create their own programs, referencing the system alias if data needs to be extracted from the backend. 

Procedure: 

Navigation: 

Go to Enterprise portal-> System Administration > System Configuration > System Landscape > Portal 
Content > Systems > [Create new system here] 

Configuring a system: 
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Step 1) Create a system 

 

Step 2) Choose the type to connection 
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Step 3) save the system connection and now edit it so that the backend parameters 
can be maintained 

 

Step 4) Maintain the WEB AS details. 
Select “Web Application server (WAS)” from the “Property Category” drop-down box: 

 
WAS Description: “SystemConn_ERP”  

WAS Host Name:URL:Port:  

To find the correct WAS Host name and port number, login to the R/3 system whose connection has to 
be maintained and goto the /nSMICM  GoTo  Services: 
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 in this example the WAS Host Name is “us4296.wdf.sap.corp”, the http port number is “50077” and 

the https port number is “57701”. 

WAS Path: (can be blank) 

WAS Protocol: http or https (depending on the request) 

Enter all the values:  
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Step 5) Maintain the “connector” details 
Select “Connector” from the “Property Category” drop-down box: 

 

 
To find the above backend details: 

1) Group->/nSMLG in the backend server 

 
2) Logical system name-> /nSCC4 in the backed server. Make sure that you login to the correct 

backend client. Also if the logical server name is not maintained, then create one using /nSALE and 
to convert one, use /nBDLS. 
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3) Message server port 

This can be found from the dev_ms file in the backend. 

 
4) System type should be “SAP_R3” or “SAP_BW” depending on the connection 

Step 6) Maintain Internet Transaction Server (ITS) settings (not mandatory) and 
Maintain the System Alias. 

 
Please note that the developers will be using the SYSTEM ALIAS to connect to the backend server. So this 
needs to be maintained properly and in line with SAP recommendations. 
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Step 7) Testing the System connection 

 

Select the connections made and then click on “test”  

 
If the parameters maintained are correct, then the test should be fine 

 

 
Another way to check will be to use the SYSTEM CONNECTION and try to login to the server 

Go to Enterprise portal-> System Administration > Support 

 
Click on SAP APPLICATION 

 
Select SAP TRANSACTION 
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Now select the SYSTEM ALIAS, enter a TCODE to be navigated to in the backend (Message server 
monitor in this case) 

 
If the connection works fine, you should be able to see the backend screen from the portal now. 
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Related Content 
SAP University course EP 200  

http://help.sap.com/saphelp_nw04/helpdata/en/0d/17df3d2cae445ae10000000a11405a/frameset.htm 

For more information, visit the Portal and Collaboration homepage.  
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